March 15, 2011

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on March 15, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 




GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFF COLEMAN


DES, Director

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi commented on the harsh weather and thanked the Town employees, Jeff Coleman, Director of DES and Ed Vergano, Director of DOTS for dealing with drainage and flooding issues. The potholes are also being addressed.

The Supervisor spoke of the tragic events of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan and asked that residents contact the American Red Cross to donate.  She also expressed condolences for the family of Alain Schaberger, a resident of the Town and a NYC police officer, who died in the line of duty.

Supervisor Puglisi also expressed sympathy to the family of Army Specialist David Fahey, Jr., a Yorktown resident who lost his life in Afghanistan.
The last American Veteran of WW1, Frank Buckles, passed away on February 27th at the age of 110. Supervisor Puglisi spoke of his enlistment at 16 years old and encouraged residents to go online to learn of his life and service to the country.

March is Woman’s History Month and also the American Red Cross Month.  The Supervisor expressed gratitude to all the women who have been role models to all of us and to the fearless men and woman who have responded to all the emergencies throughout the years.

The Town of Cortlandt history book is now available in various book stores including Barnes and Noble, in the Toll House, and in Town Hall.

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence 

* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:   Represented the Supervisor and Town Board at an Eagle Scout Award ceremony for Troop 45 where  Sean Amundsen and Tyler Chodkowski attained the highest rank as Eagle Scouts. 
Councilmember Farrell commented that his thoughts and prayers are with the people of Japan.

Councilmember Lindau:    Also expressed her thoughts and prayers for the people of Japan.

Tickets are available for Saturday’s Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce Business Expo.
Councilmember Becker:   The first show of “Taking Care of Business” was videotaped and showcased Feed the Birds in Croton and Fresh Deli on Rt. 202.
These are hoped to be broadcasted later in the week or early next week.  Many other businesses are scheduled and part of the Town Board’s effort to promote local business as is “Shop Cortlandt” where businesses are giving various discounts to encourage shopping in the Cortlandt area.

April 30th is Earth Day.  In addition to the traditional things that are done to protect the environment, the Town is also doing a “swap and shop”, where people bring items from their homes they are not using and can be picked up by other residents, keeping items out of the landfills.
Councilmember Sloan:  Spoke of a recent water main break in his neighborhood and commented that he got a chance to see the response by the Town of Cortlandt employees.  Councilmember Sloan commented how impressed he was with the work done by the Town employees.
Councilmember Sloan congratulated Holy Spirit Church for opening up the new Church on Rt. 202.

He attended “Reading is Fun” day at Lincoln Titus Elementary School where he read and spoke with the children, specifically when asked about potholes.

Councilmember Sloan discussed the two union contracts on the agenda calling for acceptance of a 2 year bargaining agreement. There has been a great deal of discussion in the community regarding municipal contracts and the benefits.  He will not be voting for this resolution.

Supervisor Puglisi added that she would be voting for the 1.5% increase in the salary.  She also attended the dedication of the Holy Spirit Church and met the Archbishop.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

February 15, 2011 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Debbie Costello

Advisor, Hendrick Hudson Leos
Ms. Costello explained that the Leos are a community service organization for youths 12-18 years old. She announced this year’s “Awake-a-Thon” is on May 7th and they are in the process of forming teams and getting participants and introduced Brittany Kear, vice president of the Leos who discussed the purpose 
of the Awake-a-Thon to raise funds for cancer.  The proceeds go to the Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. Ms. Kear urged residents to sign up and gave information where this can be done. She stated that the last time there were 650 participants and there will be entertainment scheduled.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

For the month of January, 2011 from the Water Division of DES.

For the month of February, 2011 from the Office For the Aging, Purchasing Director, the Receiver of Taxes, and the Town Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Report from DES/Recreation with respect to the use of Town property for 
a Ragnar Relay Race; and Authorize same for May 13th and 14th, 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.81-11 RE: Authorizing the use of Sprout Brook Park for a Relay Race.
2.
The 2010 Service Award Program list from the Cortlandt Community 
Volunteer Ambulance Corp; and Authorize same.

RESOLUTION NO.82-11 RE: Accept the 2010 Member List of Volunteer Ambulance Workers for the Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Award Program.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the Following:

1.
Notice from Verizon of an increase for FiOS TV Premier Services effective 
March, 2011; send a letter back in opposition.

2.
Letter from Cronin Engineering representing Cortway Apts. Ltd. 
Requesting the Town to petition the Town of Yorktown to accept a sewer 
connection; and refer to DOTS and the Legal Department.

3.
Letter from Raymond Reber with respect to Bonnie Hollow Lane; and refer 
to DES and DOTS.

NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau suggested a letter be written to FiOS protesting the increase. 
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that resolutions 83-11, 84-11 and 86-11 be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.83-11 RE: Appoint Chris Kehoe to the title Deputy Director/Planning/DOTS per Civil Service procedure.
RESOLUTION NO.84-11 RE: Authorize a Leave of Absence for a DES employee.
RESOLUTION NO.86-11 RE: Declaration of certain roads to be classified as Section 189 Town Roads; excluding the following at this time, Chestnut Street, Elm Street, Oak Street, Brandeis (left), Brandeis (right), Dream Lake Road, Spice Hill Road and Upland Drive; and Receive and File all correspondence with respect to same.

Discussion:
The Board will be polled for Resolution 85-a, b and c. 

The Supervisor commended Chris Kehoe for his work
All voted AYE

Councilmember Lindau moved that resolutions 85a-11, 85b-11 and 85c-11 be polled by the Board, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.85A-11 RE: Approving a New Teamster Union Agreement
RESOLUTION NO.85B-11 RE: Authorizing Resolution of the AFSCME Union Agreement.

RESOLUTION NO.85C-11 RE: Authorizing Salary Increases.

The Board was Polled:

Councilmember Sloan:
 No

Councilmember Becker:   Yes
Supervisor Puglisi:
 Yes
Councilmember Lindau:
 Yes

Councilmember Farrell:    Yes
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that there was no salary increase in 2010 because of the difficult economy for any employee. That saved the Town taxpayers $200,000. This year it’s a 1.5 % increase, the lowest it has ever been in this Town or any other Town saving $50,000. The Town employees have been doing more with less and positions have not been filled which saved about 1 million dollars for the Town. The Supervisor stated she feels the employees deserve this increase.
The motion was passed

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.87-11 RE: Resolution urging New York State to include mandate relief with respect to the proposed 2% tax increase cap for local municipalities; and forward to NYS officials.
RESOLUTION NO.88-11 RE: Authorize DOTS to enter into an Agreement with respect to design improvements to the Furnace Dock Lake Dam.
RESOLUTION NO.89-11 RE: Authorize a Re-license Agreement with Westchester County with respect to Oscawana/McAndrews Park.
RESOLUTION NO.90-11 RE: Authorize amending the Town Vehicle and Traffic Law and Authorize the installation of Stop Signs at the intersection of Galloway and Maple Avenue and Galloway and Furnace Woods Road.
RESOLUTION NO.91-11 RE: Authorize DOTS and DES to evaluate a 3 way stop sign at the intersection of Lafayette Avenue and Chapel Place.
RESOLUTION NO.92-11 RE: Authorize a repair to the roof at the Touchdown Club at Sunset Field located in Montrose.
RESOLUTION NO.93-11 RE: Authorize bids with respect to contractors to be used as needed by DES for emergency assistance.
The following item was tabled:
Authorize a Settlement of Tax Certiorari with respect to Coachlight Square Condominium.
RESOLUTION NO.94-11 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for April 12, 2011 to consider a Local Law with regard to septic system inspections within the East of Hudson Watershed.
Discussion: 
NONE

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.  

Received and File the following: 

1.
Letter from Van Cortlandville Historical Society with respect to the Van 
Cortlandtville Family plot; and refer to New York State Senator Greg Ball 
and Assemblywoman Sandra Galef for possible funding.

2.
Letter from the New York State Department of Public Service in response 
to a Resolution the Town forwarded with respect to opposing the 
suspension of transmission of certain channels.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO.95-11 RE: Appoint Richard Markward to the title Senior Account Clerk in the Office of the Receiver of Taxes.
RESOLUTION NO.96-11 RE: Appoint Ralph Bassignani to the title of Water and Sewer Maintenance Foreman in the Water Division of DES.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.97-11 RE: Amend the Temporary Service Pool List.
RESOLUTION NO.98-11 RE: Authorize a Stipulation of Settlement with respect to a Tax Certiorari and Cortlandt Ridge Condominium.
RESOLUTION NO.99-11 RE: Authorize DOTS to enter into a contract with respect to wall repairs at Charles Cook Pool.
RESOLUTION NO.100-11 RE: Resolution in observance of March as Colorectal Cancer Awareness month.
RESOLUTION NO.101-11 RE: Authorize a Stipulation of Settlement with Bankruptcy Trustee with respect to Monteverde property.
RESOLUTION NO.102-11 RE: Resolution requesting a NYS DEC Public Hearing comment period be extended from March 25th for at least another 30 days with respect to a DEC reclamation site located at 510 Furnace Dock Road, formerly the Magna Metal site.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi asked that on the last resolution be added that the Town Board confers that they want to seek the items in the file on this issue before the DEC and have them do additional testing on soil and water.
The Supervisor noted that the two employees on the addition are currently employed, not a new employment.
All Voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

None

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

None
* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was closed at 8:15 p.m. in memory of Alan Schaberger and for the people of Japan on a motion by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.
 All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,







JO-ANN DYCKMAN,







Town Clerk
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